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TV JEWS

ISRAELI actor Mark Ivanir has
landed a part in a new American
series.

Ivanir is filming Dollhouse,
produced by Joss Whedon — of
Buffy the Vampire Slayer fame.

The show depicts mind-wiped
DNA-altered humans known as
Dolls who are implanted with false
memories and skills for various
missions.

Ivanir features in the show’s
pilot as the character Cyril, an
expert in Greek art who joins a
group of daring thieves and helps
them identify ancient treasures. 

He has also appeared in TV
shows Law & Order, CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation, Boomtown
and The Shield.

Ivanir was in Shindler’s List — a
role which was emotionally charged
as he lost many members of his
family in the Holocaust.

In Israel, Ivanir served in the
intelligence forces.

“They would try to recruit
people from there to go over to
Secret Intelligence Services,” he
said. “They approached me five or
six times and I always said no. 

“Finally after six or seven years
of that I said, ‘Please don’t call me
again. This isn’t going to work. I’ve
got a profession now, I’m an actor’. 

"They said, ‘Oh, we like that!
That’s gonna work for us’, but it
wasn’t going to work for me. For
them it would have been perfect —
a secret agent with acting
abilities.”

Fry’s delight
MANY travel programmes do not
go into too much detail, but
Stephen Fry in America (BBC1,
Sunday 9pm) sees the actor and
writer visit every US state.

This week he explores the
country’s south-west, including
Arizona and Nevada, before
heading over the Sierra Nevada
mountains to the Pacific Ocean.

Journalist Mark Lawson
interviews Michael Parkinson on
Sunday (10pm), on BBC4, in the
originally titled Mark Lawson Talks
to Michael Parkinson.

It is 70 years on Sunday since
the Nazi’s looted and burned
Jewish businesses and synagogues
across Germany.

The History Channel broadcasts
two programmes on Sunday to
commemorate Kristallnacht.

The Family Who Survived the
Holocaust is on at 8pm, while
Krystallnacht is an hour later.

Jewish model Caprice is one of
the guests on Celebrity Come Dine
with Me on Thursday (8pm) on
Channel 4.

Nothing
too secret
about Mark

INTELLIGENCE: Mark Ivanir

BY ROBERT CLAYTON

H
AVING previously worked
gutting chickens and
sweeping up tiger
droppings, Michael Levy
has finally found his calling

. . . recreating the music of the
ancient Hebrews.

Michael has recorded King David’s Lyre:
Echoes of Ancient Israel, restoring the
mystical sounds of the Kinnor — the ancient
Jewish Temple lyre — after almost 2,000 years
of silence.

The Salford-based musician said:
“Researching and recording the album has
been a musical journey or, as I like to call it,
experimental archaeology.

“I identified the three main scales used in
klezmer music, traditional Jewish folk songs
and cantoral music and these three tunings
fitted the 10-string kinnor perfectly.

“I spoke to a biblical musicologist, John
Wheeler, who contributed a lot of invaluable
information about ancient lyre-playing
techniques to help me create the right sound.”

It has been a long road for Michael to
finally record his first album.

Born in Liverpool, he attended Ormskirk
Cross Hall High School before studying
philosophy at Hull University.

He says that he was “left to his own devices”
in regard to his religion, but that “for the last

three years, I have been involved in the liberal
and progressive community in Manchester”.

It was after university that Michael tried
his hand at a number of unusual vocations.

As well as gutting chickens and sweeping up
after large predatory felines, he also spent
two years busking George Formby songs
outside a Tesco, having moved up to
Manchester.

After saving up his earnings, Michael
bought a piano and gave lessons to “the
terminally tone-deaf” for the next 10 years.

The 40-year-old said: “I had no real interest

in music until I was 11. Then, I had to do a
music exam at the end of term, so my father
taught me to play Hava Nagilah on the piano
and my interest went from there.

“I am a self-taught musician and I play the
lyre, mandolin, banjo, klezmer fiddle, guitar,
piano and more.”

Michael now works as a support worker for
adults with learning difficulties.

He was looking on Google for “interesting
Jewish music” when he found an album to do
with recreating the music of the second
Temple and was instantly inspired.

“I saw a picture of an interesting-looking
lyre and I managed to buy a cheaply-made
replica on eBay,” he said.

“The design of my replica instrument is
based on illustrations of the kinnor depicted
on ancient Jewish coins minted at the time of
the Simon Bar Kochba revolt against the
Roman occupation in Israel.

“The album gives me a connection to my
Levite roots and to think that 3,000 years ago
my ancient ancestors were playing the same
instrument was amazing to me.

“I’ve never felt at home in the 20th century
and have always been interested in anything
historical.”

He added: “There are 22 tracks on the album
which correspond to the 22 letters of the
Hebrew alphabet.

“There is a combination of tradition Jewish
songs, Shabbat hymns and klezmer.”

� King David’s Lyre: Echoes of Ancient Israel is available at
http://cdbaby.com/cd/mlevy

Michael has guts to
release ancient CD

ANCIENT ARTS: Michael Levy strums his ‘kinnor’
during the recording of his album

SIR Derek Jacobi wants to
reprise his leading role in
Sidney Turtlebaum, a short film
funded by the Pears Foundation
UK JFF Short Film Fund.

The movie premiered this
week at the UK Jewish Film
Festival’s West End Gala in
Leicester Square, London. 

Sir Derek, who played the
eponymous lead in the 20 minute
film about an eccentric gay
Jewish man filmed in and around
Golders Green, said: “Sidney is
utterly unique. It is a character
with a future and I offer it up to
any producer.”

Sir Derek and Vanessa Feltz
were just two of the stars who
graced the red carpet at
fundraising gala which staged

the UK premiere of Fugitive
Pieces. 

The screening was also
attended by Israel Ambassador,
Ron Prosor, and Israel’s Cultural
Attaché, Sharron Harnoy. 

Fugitive Pieces charts the
struggle of one man to come to
terms with his survival after the
rest of his family died in the
Holocaust.

Film critic Jason Solomon
read out a speech by one of the
film’s stars Rosamund Pike.

Now in its 12th year, the full
festival programme kicks off
tomorrow with an opening night
screening of Israeli film Lemon
Tree.

� www.ukjewishfilmfestival.org.uk

GALA NIGHT: Sir Derek Jacobi, centre, at the UK Jewish Film Festival’s
West End Gala with Errol Rudnick, member of the UK JFF Board, and David
Kustow, chairman, right
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Sir Derek thinks Sidney
has some life left in him

Watch the trailer for multi award
winning Israeli film Waltz with

Bashir at www.jewishtelegraph.com


